GOD ALMIGHTY
(EL SHADDAI)
We read in Gen 15:4-6 of how God began to reveal himself to Abram (Abraham) through his Word, resulting in him issuing his great promise to Abram. The writer recording that incident was inspired to refer to him by the name which is later attributed to Jesus Christ himself; i.e.  The Word; saying, 
“The Word of the Lord came to Abraham, “Look to the heavens and count the number of stars if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”  And he believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
In that marvelous encounter with God’s Word, Abram (Abraham) was declared righteous before his God, in exactly the same way as we are saved (declared righteous) on believing the Word of God to us, as shown in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is the very reason that we read of Abraham being called in;

 Rom 4:11, “The father of all who believe.” 
And again,  
Rom 4:16 “The father of us all.”
Then we read of how at the age of ninety-nine, as the Lord continued to reveal himself to Abraham, he used, for the first time, that spine tingling name.
Gen 17:1 “The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “I am God Almighty (El Shaddai), walk before me and be blameless.” 

Within the churches today, I wonder just how many of us know this great God as the Almighty One; the one who rules over life and death; the one who gives life, and who takes it away; the one who said to Abraham, “Walk before me and be blameless.” 
How many of us know the living reality of the Word of God, spoken through the prophet Isaiah?  

Is 66:2 “This is the one to whom I will look, he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and who trembles at my word.”
Then, in turning to what we call the New Testament, even though this passage is a collection of scriptures from various books of the Old Testament, we read of the terrible indictment of the human race in;
Rom 3:10-18 “It is written, “None is righteous, no not one. No one understands, no one seeks after God.”

“All have turned aside, together they have gone wrong. No one does good, not even one.”

“Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.”

“The venom of asps in under their lips:”

“Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”

“Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they do not know.” 
“THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES.”
But just how true is that of us also in the churches today?

Remember, these things were spoken to God’s chosen people, and for us today, it is those passages of scripture possibly more than any others, which so typify the age we live in. There are so many excuses put forward, even by us, to pass the blame for our actions and attitudes onto someone or something else.

We have reached the stage in this world, and sadly very often in the churches, where we are told that so much of what God says is wrong. What he calls sin, we through our corrupt laws, have made to be acceptable, and what he declares to be right, the authorities cast out as evil. This is not something new, we read of the same attitude being condemned in;

Pro 17:15 “Those who justify the wicked, and those who condemn the righteous, are both alike, an abomination to the Lord.”

And we see in;

Luke 16:15 “What is exalted among men is an abomination before God.”
This, of course brings us straight back to;

Rom 3:18 “THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES.”
In times past, those who were supposed to be Christians often portrayed God as a severe, austere being, but today, many of us have gone the opposite direction, behaving in such a way as to make it appear that God is just like another Santa Claus; a benevolent good fairy. 
We seem to have forgotten, or maybe have never known, what it is like to “tremble at God’s awesome Word”, as we read in Isaiah 66:2.  We seem to have accepted, and in general gone blindly along with the world’s view that man’s science has the answer to all of our questions. 
We seem, at least partly, to have acknowledged that everything we can see just somehow evolved from nothing, and have decided to remain very quiet about God’s statement on HIS creation.
But God does not change. His Word to us, and Jesus Christ that Word, does not change either.
Heb 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever.”

 God revealed himself to Abram at the very first as Saviour and Justifier, then as the great El Shaddai, and that is how he revealed himself to me. How about you???
Jesus told us in;

Matt 11:27 “No one knows the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

Again he tells us in;

John 14:15 “If you love me you will keep my commandments.”

And again we see in;

John 14:21 “He who has my commandments, and keeps them, he is the one who loves me, and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and manifest (reveal) myself to him.”
Once more, he tells us in;

John 17:3 “This is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you sent.”
Then, if we are to have the same faith as Abraham, it surely follows that we are meant to know our God as he knew him. Abraham was told to walk before his God and be blameless. We are required to walk the same way.
We read in; 

1John 2;1 “Little children, I am writing this to you that you may not sin, but if anyone does sin, (not when anyone does sin), we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
Again we see in;

Heb 10:1-2 “The law was but a shadow of the good things to come, instead of the true form of these realities. It could never, by the same sacrifices, which were offered year after year, make perfect those who drew near. Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered? If the worshipers had once been cleansed, they would no longer have any consciousness of sin.”
So, if we have once been cleansed by the blood of Jesus, we too should no longer have any consciousness of that sin. It is gone. 
But do we speak as if we are still conscious of past sin? If we have obeyed the exhortation of 1John 2:1, then surely we do not just believe, but have come to know, that we are fully cleansed from all past sin.

Again, if we truly are a new creation, then we must also know the reality of the power of the Spirit of that new creation in our lives. 
We are reminded of this in;

Eph 3:20 “The power which is at work in you is able to do far more than you could ever think or ask.”

THE POWER OF THE GREAT GOD ALMIGHTY, THE EL SHADDAI
But so very much of this reality in our lives depends on the words we speak. We can so easily nullify the power of our God’s Word by declaring things as facts which are diametrically opposed to the truth of that Word. 

We read in; 

Rom 10:9-10 “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart one believes, and so is justified, and with the mouth one confesses, and so is saved.”
But while we see this scripture applying to initial salvation, we seem to fail to apply it right throughout our everyday lives as God’s children. Yet surely we understand this Word has very far reaching applications for us! Surely we can see that if, and when, we declare the truth of our God’s Word into our own lives, the very truth of that Word brings liberty and victory! 

What do we think the scripture is talking about when we read in;
John 8:31-32 “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciple, you shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

And again in;

John 8:36 “If the Son sets you free you will be free indeed!”
Then we read in;
Matt 12:36 “On the day of judgment each of you will give an account of every careless word you speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”
Unless of course we have fully availed ourselves of the mighty promises contained in 1John 1;7 & 9 

But, whether we like it or not, in the final analysis, our words are who we really are in our hearts. They express what actually occupies our minds, our thinking, and our beliefs.

As Jesus said in;

Matt 15:11 “What comes out of the mouth that defiles a man.”

Because;

Matt 15:18 “What comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and that defiles a man.”

It is so easy to think that this applies only to obviously wrong things such as expressing hatred or anger, or foul language, but in doing this we rob ourselves of the real depth of truth contained in; 
Genesis 2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man saying, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you will surely die.”

We fail to see the truths contained in the fact that the words which Eve spoke in response to the serpent’s question, were very careless, and very different to what the Lord had spoken to Adam in;

Genesis 3:1 “The serpent said, “Did God say, ‘You may not eat of any trees of the garden?’ The woman replied, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden, but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”
 This careless attitude left the door wide open for the serpent to accuse God of lying. And when we look at the two scriptures above, we can clearly see that trap which careless words can lead us into. 
And, if we really do know the Lord as God Almighty; if we do tremble at his awesome Word; then we will begin to keep our ears open for the words which come out of our own mouth, and no longer be occupied with what others speak carelessly.
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